SOUTH CAROLINA EQUESTRIAN TRAIL MAPPING 
The South Carolina Horsemen’s Council has undertaken the huge task of mapping all public equestrian trails in South Carolina. When this project is completed, a comprehensive South Carolina Equestrian Trails Guide will be available in book form and also available on-line. Currently, no central, comprehensive, easy-access source containing maps and information on all trails is available. The most current South Carolina Trails Guide is over 25 years old and no longer available.
The project is intended to make current information on all public equestrian trails readily available to the public and provide a tremendous tool to all trail riders.  “Green practices” are being used in the process, and mapping is being done completely by volunteer members of the SC Horsemen’s Council.
In addition to display of trail routes, the created trail maps will give an educational description of points of interest, including natural, historical, and environmental features.  There will be emphasis to encourage youth and first-time users to experience the Great Outdoors. 
The completed trail guide will serve several user groups:  

· Those who use the trails frequently,

· Those who ride regularly in SC but do not venture to unfamiliar trails, 

· Out-of-state travelers who are not intimately familiar with SC trails (trip planning and tourism will be aided)
· Those who are newly encouraged to get exposed to the outdoors.

Butch Kennedy and Jim Edwards are currently obtaining GPS data for the project.  All interested in joining them on trails in any area should call Jim at (864) 683-5757 or email him at jim.edwards1@yahoo.com.  Those familiar with points of interest on any trail are asked to share that information which will greatly increase the user value of the maps. 
The South Carolina Horsemen’s Council is a 501c3 nonprofit organization composed of an all volunteer group of horse enthusiasts dedicated to improving equine experiences and promoting the equine industry in South Carolina. Members come from individuals and organizations that represent various breeds, riding disciplines and interests. Membership is open to all equine enthusiasts in SC. For more information check the website at www.schorsecouncil.org or email schorsecouncil1@aol.com.
